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Greene County Soil & Water Conservation District 

www.gcswcd.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Greene County Watershed Assistance Program 

www.gcswcd.com/wap 

               Why are Catskill Mountain Streams Important? 

Our Catskill streams are more than aesthetic wonders and 
resources for recreation. They perform important 
environmental functions and services, from providing the 
lifeblood of countless organisms –– including humans and 
biota – to draining floodwaters and moving rock and soil 
eroded from the mountains to build fertile valleys. These 
functions are complex and interrelated. The stream is a 
dynamic feature of the landscape, ready to swell in a heavy 
rainstorm or shrink to a trickle during a drought. 
Understanding these relationships is vital to well-informed 
living on our streams 

 

Why is Stewardship Important? 

Given the many roles that streams play in our lives, it’s not surprising that views on what’s best for 
streams depends on who’s looking. Whether streamside landowners, recreational users, agency 
resource managers or water suppliers, we are all stewards of this extraordinary natural resource 
and it is essential that competing objectives be reconciled with resource management decisions. 
Preserving the beauty and pleasure provided by these mountain streams is as important as 
protecting the multiple environmental functions that streams perform. Coordinated stream 
management ensures a comprehensive approach that identifies and integrates various goals –– 
from property conservation to the protection of water quality, wildlife habitat and scenic views. 
 

For more information on how you can get involved visit www.catskillstreams.org 
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